WHAT ARE THE JEWS

answer is: "By what they have endured for their
faith ! " Not only their history in Palestine when they
created the religion which they gave to the world, but
also their longer history in Europe when they remained
loyal to their religion in spite of all they had to endure
for it, shows the place of religion in the life of the Jews*
The supremacy of the religious element in the
history and life of the Jewish people is expressed in the
" Chosen People " idea. The concept of the Chosen
People when applied to the Jews did not imply any
promise or hope of national supremacy and grandeur.
A few inferior minds, because they were chauvinistic,
or depressed almost to a point beyond endurance
by oppression, did sometimes give the idea a de-
based content, either out of pride or out of the
need for an escape from unendurable suffering ; but
in its origin, and in the meaning which it had, and has,
for the main current of Jewish thought, the description
of the Jews as the " Chosen People " was far, very
far, removed from an exaggerated hope of national
greatness* It does not mean a favoured nation* If it
it had meant that, all Jewish history has belied it; for
politically and nationally it is only a story of weakness
and defeat. But in religion the story is different* It
records achievements which justify calling the Jews a
Chosen People, a people chosen to serve God.